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Joint Programming Initiatives

� Neurodegenerative diseases (JPND) (Alzheimer’s)

� Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change (FACCE)

� Cultural Heritage and global change: a new challenge for Europe

� Healthy diet for a healthy life

� More Years, Better Lives (Demographic Change)

� Anti-Microbial resistance

� Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans

� Water Challenges for a Changing World

� Connecting Climate Knowledge for Europe (Clik'EU)

� Urban Europe



Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change 
Joint Programming Initiative (FACCE-JPI)

• Addressing major societal challenges that cannot be solved 

solely on the national level, and allowing Member States 

to participate in those joint initiatives where it seems 

useful for them (voluntary participation with variable 
geometry)

• Aligning national programmes to minimise duplications, 

bring critical mass, best use limited financial resources

• Identify national priorities and provide coherence between 

Member States



FACCE SCOPE
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FACCE-JPI governance



Joint Programming – FACCE-JPI
A three stage process

• Development of a Common Vision - How cooperation and coordination 

of research at EU level can address the challenges of food security 

• Translate it into a Strategic Research Agenda (SRA)

Establishing medium to long-term research needs and objectives in the 

area of food security through adaptation to and mitigation of climate 

change in agriculture

• SRA implementation
Development of specific Member State owned actions to address the 

priorities identified in the Strategic Research Agenda with countries 

participating in those actions where they have specific interest.



Ongoing joint actions
(Green= with EC co-funding) 

€111M



Standing Committee on Agricultural 

Research (SCAR)

� Established 1974

� Regulation of the Council on the coordination of EU agricultural 

research (under CAP legislation)

� Re-launched in 2005 with a revised mandate

� Currently represents 37 countries



SCAR Governance



Strategic R&I Policy Advice 

� Successor to Horizon 2020

� R&I initiatives in the CAP (post 2020), in particular the European 

Innovation Partnership

� Global cooperation e.g. SDGs and dealing with Climate Change 

(COP21)

� R&I support to forestry policies and implementation of the EU Forest 

Strategy

� Blue Growth Strategy including R&I in relation to fisheries policy



Delivery Groups: Strategic R&I policy advice and 

developing common research agenda

� SCAR Steering Group

� Foresight Group 

� SWG AKIS

� SWG ARCH

� SWG SCARFISH

� SWG Bioeconomy

� SWG Forest

� SWG Food Systems

� CWG AHW

� CWG SAP

� Task forces and Ad hoc 

groups 



Common Research Agenda

ON-GOING SWGs Coordinator SCAR countries Kick-off meeting

Forest Research and Innovation SE 13 10/10/2013
European A gricultural R esearch towards greater impact on Global CH allenges - ARCH SCAR-EIARD 13 17/09/2013
Sustainable Bioresources for a Growing Bioeconomy  - BIOMASS NL 15 7/09/2012
Fisheries & Aquaculture - SCAR FISH DK 18 14/06/2012
Agriculture Knowledge and Innovation Systems - AKIS  III                              FR-NL  16 4/05/2010 

ON-GOING CWGs Coordinator SCAR countries Kick-off meeting

Sustainable Animal Production DE-ES 14 29-30/01/2014
Integrated Biorefineries DE 12 13/11/2013

CWGs leading to ERA-Nets Coordinator SCAR countries Kick-off meeting

IPM for the reduction of pesticide risks and use – IPM                                ERA-NET "C-IPM" FR 18 13/05/2011
Forest value chain in the light of climate change –  ERCF             ERA-NET  "SUMFOREST" AT-DE 12 3-4/05/2011
Sust. food production for wealth, welfare and healt h                           ERA-NET “SUSFOOD” DK   17 6/05/2010 
Risk Research on GMOs                                       ERA-NET preparatory action "PreSto GMO"  AT 15 13/10/2009
Coordinated research agenda for EU rural policy                                  ERA-NET “RURAGRI” SE - NL 7 23/11/2006
Agriculture and Sustainable Development                                      ERA-NET “RURAGRI” FR 11 6/12/2005
ICT and Robotics in Agro-Food Industries                                                ERA-NET “ICT-AGRI” DK 11 1/09/2005
Relevant Issues for Mediterranean Agriculture                                        ERA-NET “ARIMNet” FR 12 2/12/2005
Animal Health and Welfare                                                                            ERA-NET “ANIH WA” UK 21 8/12/2005
Animal Health                                                                                                     ERA-NET “EMIDA” UK 21 8/12/2005

STAND-BY or FINISHED CWGs Coordinator SCAR countries Kick-off meeting

Shared Infrastructures in the field of Agricultural  Research FR 15 25/09/2008
Climate Change and Agriculture                                                     included in the JPI "FACCE" ES 21 24/06/2008
Agriculture and Energy                                                                    supported by CSA "AGREE" DE 20 24/06/2008
Development of Sustainable Agriculture in the Balti c Sea Region PL 8 17/11/2006
Ecology for Ecosystems & Natural Resources Sustaina ble Management FR 8 16/06/2006
Adaptation of Human Nutrition to Environment Evolut ion FR 10 29/05/2006
Advanced Technologies for Climatic Control of Green houses and Livestock Housing IL 14 14/03/2006
Renewable Raw Materials and their Applications in N on-Food Industry DE 18 27/09/2005
Sustainable Livestock Production from Grasslands IE 21 1/12/2005



ERA-Net Co-fund







ERA-Nets in the ENV and Food/Agriculture areas
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SNOWMAN (Soils 

and ground water



ERA-NET Cofund – main features

ERA-NET Cofund: implementation of a co-funded joint call for proposals (compulsory, one co-funded call per 
Grant Agreement)*

EU contribution: mainly a proportional contribution to total public funding of the joint call 

Additional EU contribution to coordination costs on the basis of a unit costs for additional activities 
including additional calls without top-up funding

Stable reimbursement rate: ERA-NET Plus reimbursement rate from FP7 (33%) applies

Co-funded calls: proposal evaluation and selection according to 
Horizon 2020 standards

* ERA-NETs  based on a Coordination and Support Action (CSA) are no longer possible. Only in exceptional cases it might be considered to support the preparation 

and structuring of specific emerging P2Ps that demonstrate clear European added value.



Who can participate ? 

� Eligibility conditions ERA-NET Cofund similar to ERA-NET under FP7.

� Participation is limited to entities that can fully participate in joint calls and other actions 
between national and regional programmes.

� Participants in ERA-NET Cofund actions must be research funders: legal entities owning or 
managing public research and innovation programmes.

� Programme Owners are typically national/regional ministries/authorities responsible for 
defining, financing or managing research programmes carried out at national or regional 
level. 

� Programme Managers are typically research councils or funding agencies or other national 
or regional organisations that implement research programmes under the supervision of 
the programme owners. Their participation has to be mandated by the national/regional 
authorities in charge (normally the responsible Ministry).

� Only in addition to the minimum conditions, and if justified by the nature of the action, 
programmes funded by other entities (international programmes, foundations or other 
non-public programmes) may participate.



A. Implementation of a single 
joint call 

(MS contribution 
in cash)

� Call for proposals organised by 
national/regional funding agencies

� Activities: call preparation, 
implementation and follow-up

� Eligible costs: financial support 
paid to third parties

B. Implementation of a single 
joint call 

(MS contribution in cash) 
and additional activities

� Call and activities 
as in A.

� Additional joint activities 
including additional joint calls 
without Union top-up funding. 

� Eligible costs: 
financial support paid to third 
parties 
and 
coordination costs for additional 
activities (unit costs per 
beneficiary per year).

C. Implementation of a single 
joint call 

(MS contribution in kind)

In exceptional cases

� Call for proposals organised by 
governmental research 
organisations 

� Beneficiaries carry out the 
projects resulting from the call 
themselves

� Eligible costs: costs of trans-
national projects on the basis of 
Horizon 2020 rules 

� In-kind contributions: non-
reimbursed expenditure



Call budget:
30 Mio Euro

(grant agreement)

Financing of the co-funded call

Implementation & 
other activities: 1 Mio Euro
(outside grant agreement)

EU contribution: 
9,9 Mio Euro

MS contribution: 
20,1 +1 = 21,1 Mio Euro

Total resources needed: 
31 Mio Euro

Option 1: 
20,1 Mio public funds and 1 
Mio in kind or  operational 

budget

Option 2: 
21,1 Mio public 

funds



Example: cash-flow

COM Coordinator

Partners

Funding

Partners

Implementation

Beneficiaries

Grants paid to Projects



ERA-NET Cofund: optional additional activities

� ERA-NET Cofund consortia may carry out other activities in addition to the call receiving top-up 
funding. 

� Option is normally defined in the call text, e.g.: "Proposers are encouraged to implement other joint 
activities including additional joint calls without EU co-funding".

� Activities have to be related to the coordination of public research and innovation programmes and 
should focus on the preparation and implementation of joint activities including additional calls without 
Union top-up funding (typical ERA-NET FP7 activities).

� Additional partners might be involved which do not participate in co-funded calls. 

� The coordination cost for the other activities takes the form of a unit cost per beneficiary year and is 
limited to those beneficiaries that carry out activities that go beyond the co-funded call. 

� Proposers have to demonstrate the appropriateness of the overall coordination costs for the proposed 
additional activities.

� Maximum reimbursement per beneficiary per year of EURO 11 962,50.

� Annex WP H2020: Union contribution to coordination costs for additional activities should not exceed 20% of 
the total Union contribution to the project.

� Beneficiaries carrying out the trans-national project themselves cannot claim coordination costs.





Co-funded call – practical issues 

� Choice of the funding mode to ensure selection according to ranking 
� good practice: mixed mode 
� real common pot: possible

� Use of step 1 to balance requested and available funding

� Possibility to use more than one call topic
� dedicated budgets per topics, multiple ranking lists or
� use expert panel to adjust scores and create single ranking list

� Only proposals with identical scores at the threshold of available funding may be selected according to 
the availability of funds in order to maximise the number of selected projects. 
� choice of half scores / vs. full scores

� Independent expert as observer: appointed by the consortium, to assess the conformity of the 
implementation of the joint call and, in particular, review the proper implementation of the independent 
international peer review and the establishment of the ranking list of trans-national projects.

� Possibility of centralised management of grant agreements

� Make use of good practice documented by ERA-LEARN







ERA-NET Co- fund actions 
2018-2020: Headline Criteria



� Justification of Union intervention

� Budgetary issues and leverage effects 

� Expected impacts on EU and national level 

ERA-NET Cofund actions 2018-2020: Headline Criteria



1. Justification of Union intervention

Contribution to objectives: topic is linked to overarching strategic programming document 

and/or strategic orientations of priority/challenge

� No support to topics that are not clearly linked to strategic orientations of WP 2018-20 

Relevance and positioning in broader context: proof of non-duplication and clear 

synergies/division of labour with other H2020 activities and existing P2P initiatives (JPIs, 

ERA-NETs, EJP, Art.185's)

� No support to topics already covered by H2020 calls unless there is clearly demonstrated 

complementarity 

� No support to activities/topics already covered by support to other P2Ps 

Added value of Union intervention at EU level and national level: achievement of critical 

mass of resources; definition of strategic priorities between Member States and EU; 

commitment to implement variety of relevant activities

� No support to topics that do not demonstrate that resources mobilised and variety of 

activities are adequate to achieving objectives



2. Budgetary issues and leverage effects 

Indicative financial commitments: amounts that participating states intend to contribute to 

the action (for the co-funded call, for the additional calls, for other activities at 

national/transnational level)

� No support to topics that are not supported by indicative commitments to the co-funded 

call and to other calls/activities at national/transnational level

Amount of requested Union contribution – leverage effect of Union contribution on national 

and private investments, also beyond the co-funded call

� Minimum leverage effect of 5 to be expected by the Union support. 

This takes into account additional joint calls without co-funding. 

� Alternatively, in particular for topics linked to JPIs: quantitative evidence of relevant 

resources being mobilised at national and transnational level. 

� For new topics the leverage effect can, in justified cases, be reduced to 3.



3. Expected impacts on EU and national level

Impact at EU level: demonstrate the impacts at EU level the action is likely to 

achieve

Impacts at national level: demonstrate the impacts at national level the action is 

likely to achieve

� no support to topics that do not clearly demonstrate the expected impacts at 

EU and at national level 



2018-2020 ERA-Net Co-fund topics
Country/Organisation (Funding):

Proposed Co-fund Activity Interest in 

participation

Yes/No  (If 

“Yes” rank 

priority from 1 

to 6, 1 being 

the highest 

priority)

Preferred Start 

Year  

Indicative contribution 

(€) to the Co-funded 

research call (no 

commitment required 

at this stage)

Timing of 

funding (likely 

date for 

confirmation of 

budget) 

Veterinary vaccinology

Food authenticity

Blue Bioeconomy: 
unlocking the potential of 
aquatic bioresources

Mountains Research

ICT Agriculture

Food and nutrition security



Co-fund governance

Step1

•National consultation by the SCAR/SC2 PC

•European consultation by European Commission (SCAR Secretariat)

Step 2

•Collation of inputs by SCAR Sec; analysis of consultation responses by SCAR WG to produce 
"long-list" of topics

Step 3

•Second Consultation at national level of research funding organisations by SCAR (in 
coordination with SC2 PC)

Step 4

•Collation of inputs by SCAR Sec; analysis of consultation responses by SCAR WG (may involve 
SCAR/SC2 PC workshop) to produce a short-list of topics

Step 5

•Consideration of topic short-list by SC2 PC and agreement of work programme topics based 
on budgetary consideration; adoption of work programme by European Commission


